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and quotations are from the OED. This method of analysis has proved useful for examining and describing meaning changes over time and for conducting comparative studies of sense profiles of equivalent terms in different languages (see Persson 1998; . It has the advantage that it attempts to supply explanations of the sense developments.
The first sense of bachelor in the OED shows that it originally denoted junior military leaders:
1. a. A young knight, not old enough, or having too few vassals, to display his own banner, and who therefore followed the banner of another; a novice in arms. [ 
Stage 3c. An ignorant person
The word then moves into the domain of marital status where it designates 'an unmarried man of marriageable age.' It has an overtone of 'below the top level', since it reflects that not too many decades ago, both men and women were expected to marry and those who did not were 'failures', termed spinsters and bachelors respectively. 
Worlds of Words -A tribute to Arne Zettersten g3
Stage 4a. An unmarried man (of marriageable age).
The view of marriage as a highly esteemed institution meant that it applied to all ranks and walks of life. Therefore, the attributes of these values are empty.
Bachelor was also applied to women (a sense which is now obsolete): As men were the prototypical referents of bachelor, 'female' is symbolised here as a non-prototypical value of 'gender'.
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Stage 4b. An unmarried woman (of marriageable age)
The use of bachelor to designate inferior status in terms of finding a mate has then been transferred to another species (4c): 
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Stage 5. A small roofing slate
As pointed out elsewhere (Persson 2002) , spinster has long been on the way out of the lexicon because of its negative axiological sense. But it goes to show that sense developments may derive from one single element in the total meaning of a word.
While all senses of bachelor discussed above are based on the central idea of 'not quite good (mature, or large) enough for a particular purpose', there is nowadays a different concept of a bachelor as a single man, free to engage in love affairs unfettered by marriage. G. Lakoff (1987: 85) puts it as follows: "The stereotypical bachelor is macho, dates a lot of dif- These results indicate that traditional and modern views of bachelorhood co-exist. The new stereotype is mirrored by the positive terms whereas the patronising and negative terms reflect the traditional view.
Neutral terms -and their high frequency -are not of interest in this context.
In the long perspective, it will be interesting to see whether the new sense of bachelor and the emerging positive sense of spinster in the USA
